
Kemmerer Village

Kemmerer attended the Assumption Community Pride kickoff to share
with our community. We raffled a basket from our Village. The winner
was Tricia Stewart. While she was looking at the Kemmerer things, she

noticed something strange. She flipped open the calendar we gave her and
said, "That's me!" Her parents worked at Kemmerer. She actually lived on

the Kemmerer campus when she was a child. She shared some fond
memories of KV. Check June in your Kemmerer Calendar! 
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Community Event Kicks Up ConnectionCommunity Event Kicks Up Connection

We as a school, work with the residential and recreational side of placement as a cohesive unit.  Our goal is to provide the
students with all the academic support needed while also working on organizational skills, study skills, and social skills so
when students are ready to transition from Kemmerer Village they can be successful. 

Class sizes are small to enable more individualized programming and
instruction to meet the various academic and social/emotional needs of the
students, we also try to simulate a middle and high school environment
while the students attend classes on campus.  Students move from class to
class throughout the day, have lockers, use agendas to keep track of
assignments just like other schools. The school uses many incentives
throughout the year to reward students for meeting their academic and
behavioral goals.  Some of the incentives include a school store, pizza
parties, ice cream sundae parties, “non-uniform days”, field trips to      
 movie theater, bowling alley, glo golf, and extra privileges slips to be used 
 in the cottage.

Kemmerer Village has an on grounds campus school for 29 years.  Each classroom has a licensed special education teacher
and paraprofessional to provide the various educational and social/ emotional needs of the students. We provide a modified
curriculum and instruction in a very structured setting to ensure all students can reach academic goals.  In addition to the
modified instructional strategies provided, we also use many behavioral interventions to ensure classroom success.  Some
of those interventions include noise cancelling headphones, wobble seats, “brain breaks”, movement, going for walks,
listening to music, drawing, and shooting baskets as well as classroom seating arrangement and visual or verbal cues.   All
classrooms have Promethean Boards to use for instruction, students have Chromebooks to utilize Google Classroom and
online resources.  There is a study hall period at the end of the day to provide 1:1 help and tutoring for those students who
need a little extra help.

Joanne has worked with the Kemmerer Village School for 25 years, the last 15 as Principal. She is retiring to takeJoanne has worked with the Kemmerer Village School for 25 years, the last 15 as Principal. She is retiring to take
the position of Principal at St. Mary’s School in Taylorville.the position of Principal at St. Mary’s School in Taylorville.    We wish her well and thank her for the many years ofWe wish her well and thank her for the many years of

dedicated and successful work with our children.dedicated and successful work with our children.  
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Helen Keller’s quote is meaningful to me because I am truly
filled with optimism, hope and confidence for Kemmerer
Village.
 

My March Voice article summarized my first year as the new
Kemmerer Village Executive Director, and laid out my hopes and
plans for the coming year.  In the few months since I wrote that
article, we have made good progress. A primary goal is
continued growth for Kemmerer Village, even as we face
staffing challenges and financial pressures due to worldwide
cost increases.  We have experienced many blessings, including
a few generous donations, success in our hiring for Residential
Treatment, and forward movement on our campaign to schedule
speaking engagements with individuals, churches, and
organizations.  Many of you reading this article may have heard
our recent radio promotions or received a letter, email or a
phone call about scheduling a Kemmerer Village speaker.  To
support or Mission, we need everyone to spread knowledge of
and confidence in our programming, our services and our staff.
If you have a positive experience to share, please post on our
Facebook page, tell friends, or schedule a speaker to spread our
Mission.

A particularly exciting new opportunity over the last several
weeks has been Kemmerer Village’s participation in the
Assumption Community Pride Association. This wonderful group
of motivated local individuals has welcomed Kemmerer Village
as a member.  We participated in the April Farmer’s Market
Kickoff event, had KV youth participate in community clean up
day and hosted the Assumption Community Mapping program in
May and early June, for over 50 people.  We are planning to
attend the Assumption Farmer’s Markets this summer and are
looking for additional ways we can join ACPA’s efforts to ensure
Assumption’s hopeful future. With our over 120 employment
opportunities, beautiful grounds, and facilities we are excited to
contribute to our surrounding community.

My hope and confidence extend to 2022’s Camp Carew camping
season. We celebrated Camp Carew’s 70th anniversary of
providing Christian Camping on 5-16-2022. On a beautiful day
in Southern Illinois, many past and current campers, volunteers,
and staff visited during open house. A record number of kids
have registered for summer camp in May and rental usage of
camp this Spring has increased as well. 

Kemmerer Village still has many job opportunities, especially in
our Foster Care Department. Please spread the word and go to
www.kemmerervillage.org/employment to see all our job
openings. 
I hope each of you have a wonderful Summer and I look forward
to speaking to you, your Church or local organization about our
confidence and faith in our Mission. 

Kemmerer Voices
Autumn Warren... Editor

Schäles Nagle
Executive Director
 
Jeannie Karbach
Dir. of Community Operations
 
Brett Beck
Dir. of Support Operations
 
Dawn Sabol
Dir. of Programming Operations

Administrative Staff

Development Staff
Autumn Warren
Dir. of Development & PR
 
Alice Christenberry
Associate Director 
 
Amie Sparks
Office Manager

Board of Directors

 
 
Renee Potter
Susan Sawers
Stuart Smith
Chad Suhre
Micheal Tison
 Veris Van

The Executive 
Director's Perspective

Executive Director

2

“Optimism is the faith that leads to
achievement. Nothing can be done without

hope and confidence.” – Helen Keller



                                                                   Growing up I had a pink plastic pail with a wire handle     
                                                                   and a white plastic grip.  This bucket held lots of  
                                                                   things but was most often filled with crayons and kept 
                                                                   in the much-too-full closet in the hallway.  Every 
                                                                  Saturday morning I got this bucket out, carried it into 
the family room, and laid on my belly on the floor coloring pictures and watching cartoons. 
 Occasionally, a commercial for child sponsorships would come on.  Even then, those children with
their big eyes and long sad faces caught my attention and had my heart.  I wanted to 
do something and told myself I would adopt someday.  I also remember watching the
 movie “Angels in the Outfield.”  It was one of my favorites.  Not because I liked                        
 baseball or even the general storyline, but because the main character was growing
 up in a foster home.  It sparked my interest and I told myself I would foster                         
 someday.  

 

Like most little girls, I had my whole life planned out.  I would graduate high school, then 
                       go to college where I would meet my future spouse before landing my dream job as a
                          kindergarten teacher.  But…the best laid plans.  Mr. Right got lost somewhere 
                            along the way and I took the very scenic route to landing my dream job, which, 
                             by the way, was not teaching kindergarten after all.  As I approached my 30th 
                             birthday, my life was looking nothing like my childhood dreams, but I hadn’t
                          forgotten them.  I learned that being married was not a requirement in order to be 
                      a foster parent and called Kemmerer Village to start the licensing process right away. 
 On September 23, 2016 at 4:30 in the afternoon, my phone rang.  I was informed that there were
three little boys needing a place to stay.  With no questions asked, I canceled the plans I had for the
evening, turned my car around, and drove home to get things ready. Three hours later, I welcomed
an 18-month old, 3 year old, and 6 year old to my home. Throughout the licensing process, I told
myself that if a child found themselves in my home, they would not leave unless they were returning
to theirs because I would not be another person to let them down or add to their trauma.  I wanted
them to know that they are loved and that they matter, no matter what, and that providing that
assurance to a child would be worth any challenge we would face.  These words were put to the test
very early on and I prayed frequently: “God, this is really really hard.”  God answered quickly and
clearly every time: “Is it still worth it?”  I was never able to say no. 

 

While reunification is most often the goal for children in foster care, it is not always the outcome. 
 On June 11, 2019, the boys were adopted. When I started the foster care journey, I did not expect to

adopt my first placement and I certainly did not expect three boys, but I cannot imagine life any
other way…messy, loud, and packed full of challenges, but oh so very very worth it.
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It's worth itIt's worth it



Bowling
Everything has the opportunity to be a teachable, learnable moment of grace at KV.  

                       The children of Kemmerer Village are hitting the lanes and learning a lot. 

Meet the VillageMeet the Village
Hello! I began working in 2000 with a social service agency while completing my Bachelor’s
degree at University of Illinois in Springfield. I went on to receive my Master’s in Social 
Work from the University of Illinois. I started as a therapist with KV in October 2015. I 
have enjoyed my experience while at Kemmerer. I work with wonderful and supportive
individuals who help make working here great!

Seven years later,  I still have past residents call to get some advice, share good news,
 or just needing some guidance. I have always had a passion for helping others. On 
those days that are not going right, and I feel not at my best as a therapist, it lights a 
spark back in me when a past resident randomly reaches out. It reminds me that I am 
                    making an impact on a child’s life. 

Kemmerer Village took the children bowling. Kemmerer staff did an
excellent job of encouraging and helping the children improve. Young
Adam was not able to knock down any pins in his first few       
    frames. Although he got discouraged at times, he was able 
   to keep going, and not give up. He was coachable and kept increasing
his score. 

 

One girl expressed some extreme anxiety about leaving campus for the
event. She didn’t know why and hated to miss bowling. She was self-
aware and spoke-up, taking responsibility for her feelings. This moment
of communication is difficult for many young people; it illustrates the
importance of creating these opportunities for children.   

 

Bowling never strikes out! Everyone showed good sportsmanship during
the games and the children are one frame closer to perfecting their game. 

  Volunteering opportunities at Kemmerer Village are varied but the tasks all 
   have one common intent: to help the children entrusted in our care.  My name is Jan 
     Traughber,  and my title is Volunteer and Project Coordinator. I bring thirty years’ 
      experience to this position having led teams in several area medical practices offices,  
      Heritage Behavioral Health, and Millikin University’s Kirkland Fine Arts Center as
     Director.  I have a Bachelor of Science in Management and Organizational Leadership
    from Millikin. My wish is to assist anyone that would like to donate their time or talents
  to Kemmerer Village so that their efforts are best matched with the needs of the Village. 
 There are many needs; may I share a few?
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 Miranda Malone    Therapist Supervisor 

 

                          
      1) Be a mentor to a resident. I’ve been mentoring for over a year and it has been a very rewarding experience.
      2) Do you like to work with cars?  We have a fleet of vehicles that are used daily that need some TLC.
      3) The STEAM lab is open and ready for a volunteer to help us grow in this area.  
      4) Master Gardeners are welcome to assist with special projects such as the orchard and a butterfly garden. 
      5) Traditional volunteering is also greatly appreciated!  We have a list of jobs needing to be done that are perfect 
       for either an individual or a group project.

  

 Jan Traughber    Volunteer & Project Coordinator 

 

(217) 226-2231Call Jan for more information about volunteering at Kemmerer Village or Camp Carew



                                                                 
 
What we valued about Kemmerer Village for our grandson was the care shown for him by the staff and his
counselor. They provided him with opportunities to continue his education, and got him involved in their
sports program. Our grandson found out that he enjoys playing shortstop! He loved the horses, and even
volunteered to take care of cleaning the stables. They also gave him the chance to contribute to others with
their service projects that he took part in. It made him feel good being able to make a difference. He
 really enjoys art and loved working on the Yearbook. They had various contests, and he enjoyed 
winning awards for posters and holiday coloring. We appreciated being able to have regular visits 
with him, and even got a chance to do a therapy session with him at the horse stables. He 
               introduced me to all the horses. When we had questions or concerns, the people 
                    at Kemmerer Village were more than willing to take the time to 
                     communicate with us. We felt safe with him at Kemmerer Village
                    and were glad he was there. 
 

KV Supports Families!KV Supports Families!  

Girls
Arianna T.  6/6/08
Boys
Domynyk L.  6/23/09
Kyler J.  7/22/08 

www.kemmerervi l lage.org 941 N.  2500 East Rd.  Assumption,  IL  62510217-226-4451

Ladies of 
Fairview Methodist Church,

Nokomis, IL

Kemmerer VillageKemmerer Village  
Campus ToursCampus Tours
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KV KIDSKV KIDSKV KIDS
BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS

Along with many children in care,
whose names we can not share:

 
July— 12 children
Aug.— 10 children
Sept.— 9 children
Oct.— 8 children

 
 

Sew Happy Stitchers, 
Decatur & Sullivan, IL

Niles Community  Church



Camp Carew is accepting
affordable facility rentals
for groups of all kinds! 

www.campcarew.org
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It's not too late for Summer Camp!It's not too late for Summer Camp!  

July 10-16 General Camp

July 17-23 Discovery Camp

July 24-30 General Camp

July 24-30 High Adventure Camp

For children entering 5-12th Grades

The Village is such a cool place to be. It’s not uncommon to look away from my
paperwork, to see a magnificent horse walk by, or excited children playing with
one of the therapy dogs. Some days I travel to talk with supporters or help
promote our camp. Right in the middle of an average workday, I attend a talent
show and see how music therapy reaches our youth.  On my way to lunch, I see a
merry-go round that families have connected around for generations. In the
cafeteria, the cheerful Home Services team serve staff and children nutritious
food so we can handle what the rest of the day brings our way. The children of
Kemmerer Village are survivors. They are all better off because of every person
who shows up for them. 
 
The current pain of KV is that more families cannot use that playground, ride
that horse, or eat that meal unless more adults are willing to commit their lives
in this mission field. Supporting children and families for another century
requires everyone to play our parts. These children deserve the best from all of
us. 
 
Please consider showing up for these children. Apply to work here, come and
volunteer, or donate. Your donation makes a difference! Donations can be mailed
in or given online. Your gift can also be made through your will, charitable
annuity or trust.  Give me a call - I would love to discuss your plans! 

Autumn Warren Director of Development

217-226-2131



 
Mrs. Dorothy M. Andersen
    Ms. Janet R. Andersen
First Presbyterian Church of Divernon
    First Presbyterian Congregation
Ms. Deloris Holiman
    Renee Potter

  

In Honor & Memory of Those We Love
January 28th, 2022 thru May 16th, 2022

Honors

Memorials
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Mr. Ronald Little
     Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thorn
Ms. Carol J. McBride
     Mrs. Mary Gary
Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church
      Mr. Howard E. Buoy

Mrs. Schales Nagle
     Mrs. Angela Bearden
Ms. Patricia Rohrer
     Ms. Donna Rohrer
Rev. Andy Sonneborn
     Kathy Sonneborn
Mrs. Toni Vella
     Ms. Alice Smith

Ms. Mary Black
            Salem Presbyterian Church
 Mr. J. Leeds "Bud" Bower 
            Mrs. Gail Bower
 Mr. Wallace Brown
            Mr. Douglas Brown
 Miss Megan Bugg    
            Ms. Mary L. Cleverdon
            Mr. Ron Little
            Mr. Robert McNabb
 Mrs. Elsie Carter
            Ms. Kay Amy
            Ms. Glenda Armstrong
            Ms. Jeanne Berk
            Ms. Janice Cornell
            Mr. and Mrs. Paul Daily
            Ms. Carol Jean Dudley
            Ms. Donita Faris
            First Presbyterian Church, Mattoon 
            Ms. Renee Fuller
            Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A. Gathmann 
            Mrs. Evelyn Hood
            Ms. Jane Hopkins    
            Mr. and Mrs. John R. Jeisy
            Mrs. Jean Jones
            Kemmerer Village Auxiliary
            Mr. Jonathan R. McKenzie
            Mr. Rex Newby
            Mr. and Mrs. Robert Plummer
            Ms. Julia Robinson
            Mr. William Thurn
            Presbyterian Women of PSEI
 Mrs. Janet Cole
            Kemmerer Village Auxiliary
Mrs. Helen Ann Craig 
            Mr. John E. Craig
Mrs. Juliette Downing 
            Mr. and Mrs. Rick Blackburn
            Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bodnar
            Ms. Patricia Goracke & Ms. Mary Hill
            Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Jackson
            Mr. John C. Mies 
                & Mrs. Barbara Larrick Mies
            Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Wilham
            Mr. Lawrence Wilson 
Mr. Robert N. Fischer 
            Mr. and Mrs. John Fischer

Ms. Yvonne Fraley
            Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Beatty
            Mr. and Mrs. James A. Brusveen
            Dambacher Puccetti Farms, I
            Dr. and Mrs. I Del Valle, M.D
            Mr. and Mrs. Dan Herzberger
            Mrs. Helen M. McWard
            Ms. Sharon Rogers
            Mr. Robert W. Slaybaugh
            Judge and Mrs. Ron Spears
            Ms. Barbara A. Westrick
Mrs. Dorothy Gniffke 
            Mr. Wayne L. Nelson
 Mrs. Jody L. Harmon
            Anonymous
Mr. Melvin Hebert 
            Mrs. Janis C. Hebert
Mr. Robert L. Herrmann, Sr. 
            Ms. Sharon K. Maddox
Mr. Owen Fletcher Holloway
            Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holloway
 Mr. Michael W. Humes 
            Mrs. Mary Humes
 Mrs. Margaret Hunter 
            Mr. Wayne L. Nelson
 Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. and Margaret B. Hurst 
            Mr. and Mrs. William Schinzer 
Mr. Larry Janes 
            Mrs. Barbara H. Janes
 Mr. Bob Kileen
            Mrs. Sara D. Kileen
 Tracy Kline
            Mr. and Mrs. Perry Ford
 Robert F. Lukes
            Mrs. Carol J. Lukes
 Rev. David MacDonna 
            Ms. Cheryl McSweeney
 Ms. Gladys McCann
            Mrs. Shirley M. Moore
 Mr. Ryan McElroy
             JH National Trail Conference 
Mr. Mark Metzger
           Mrs. Lisa Metzger
Mr. and Mrs. David Meyerhoff 
           Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Redpath
My Son John
           Anonymous

 

Ms. Susie M. Pasko 
            Ms. Deborah Woodley
Mr. John Pedigo      
            Mr Richard Kaufman     
            Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Wallace
Mrs. Barbara F. Pellman     
            Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Wagner
Mr. James Riley Redpath
            Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Redpath
Mrs. Virginia Ricks
            Mr. Larry Ricks
Mrs. Marjorie Ronketto      
            Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Vaughn
Mr. Samuel Truby Rugh   
            Mr. and Mrs. George Szewczyk
Mr. John E. and Mrs. Vera M. Salisbury 
            Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Schumacher 
            Mrs. Wilma Stocker
Rev. and Mrs. David D. Schwingle  
            Mr. and Mrs. Rick Damold
Mr. and Mrs. Robert & Vivian Shoaff      
            Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Shoaff
Mr. George Short 
            Mrs. Ruth W. Kapik
Mr. James W. Smith           
            Ms. Betty Q. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Alva and Mary E. Stephens
            Mrs. Mary Sue Divine
Ms. Shirley Stevens
            Ms. Sandra L. Stevens
Mr. Gene Tanner 
            Mrs. Patricia L. Tanner
Mr. Dale Vaughn
Mrs. Lavonne Vaughn
            Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Vaughn
Mrs. Liz Wemple 
            Mr. Don Wemple
Ms. Karen Wylie King
            Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Redpath
Ms. Jackie Young 
            Mr. James A. Young
Ms. Blanche Zettel   
            Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Bell

 

 

 

A Memorial or Honor Gift to Kemmerer Village is a way to express love & respect. 

Your gift, large or small, is an investment in the lives of children. 

The name of the one being honored or remembered is in bold type; the donor is in regular type. 



Kemmerer Village is currently seeking donations for a matching gift. Your $1 can become $2!

Schedule 

Speaker

www.kemmerervillage.org

Please send address corrections or deletions
to amie.sparks@kv.christian.k12.il.us   

217-226-2130
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